
Europe-Iran Forum

The annual gathering for business, government,
and civil society leaders committed to Iran's
responsible and robust economic development.

08:00 - 09:10

Day 1 - Tuesday 03 October 2017

Registration & Welcome Breakfast

09:10 - 09:20

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj, Founder of the Europe-Iran Forum, and
John Andrews, Moderating Chair, will give opening comments. 

Opening Comments
Esfandyar Batmanghelidj,
Founder,
Europe-Iran Forum

John Andrews,
Consultant Editor,
The Economist

09:20 - 09:35

Amir Farmanesh, CEO of IranPoll will share the results of a
groundbreaking survey undertaken by IranPoll in partnership with
Bourse & Bazaar. This survey will examine attitudes towards the
business community among Iranians as well as general business
confidence. This first-of-its kind research is designed to help to
indicate to both international and Iranian business leaders what steps
can be taken to better serve the public and to build more trust and
loyalty within key company brands.

Research Keynote: Business Confidence Survey Results
Amir Farmanesh,
CEO,
IranPoll

09:35 - 09:45

KPMG Keynote: Reaching Global Standards in Banking
Ulrich von Zanthier,
Director, Financial Services,
KPMG

09:45 - 10:25

The recent decision of the FATF to indefinitely suspend Iran's position
on its "blacklist" was the clearest indication to date that significant
progress is being made to improve compliance and regulatory
standards in Iran's banking and financial services sector. In this panel,
senior leaders from Iran's leading financial institutions will be
discussing the steps being taken by their organizations to increase
transparency and accountability for the benefit of both foreign and
domestic clients. 

Panel: Excellence in Banking and Financial Services
Parviz Aghili,
CEO ,
Middle East Bank

Mostafa Beheshti Rouy,
Executive Board Member for International
Affairs,
Bank Pasargad

Jørn Fredsgaard Sørensen,
Director, Country, Bank & Sector Risk,
EKF- Danmarks Eksportkredit
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11:25 - 12:10

The healthcare and pharmaceutical sector in Iran is among the most
promising for foreign investment. Not only does Iran boast a large
domestic market, but local medical expertise and manufacturing
capabilities make Iran a compelling candidate to drive regional
exports. In this panel, three leaders in Iran's pharmaceutical industry
will discuss how their companies are expanding cooperation with
foreign and domestic counterparts to bring new therapies to Iran.
They will discuss how their commercial goals are matched by a
responsibility towards patients and the public interest. This
humanitarian dimension to the healthcare and pharmaceutical
business has allowed companies to remain active even during the
sanctions period, and pharmaceutical multinationals operate some of
the largest and most active business units in Iran. These experiences

11:25 - 12:10

How are new partnership models and urban development plans
revitalizing Iran's construction sector? 

Mahdi Seifollahi,
CEO,
Pouya Finance

10:25 - 11:05

What are the new habits of the Iranian consumer? How is competition
on the Iranian "high-street" intensifying? How are retailers now
working to mix in-store and online experiences to keep consumers
engaged? 

Panel: Retail & Consumer
Mehdi Firouzan,
Managing Director,
Book City

Alireza Hagdoust,
Development Director,
Rosha Retail

Ali Shekofti,
Co-Founder and CEO,
Digitstyle

Dan Holland,
Partner,
Stephenson Harwood

11:05 - 11:15

Dr. Dinarvard is a senior advisor to Iran's Minister of Health and the
former director of the Food and Drug Administration of Iran, a post he
held until August 2017. Dr. Dinarvand will explain the steps Iran is
taking to improve both the range and quality of medical treatments
and pharmaceutical therapies available in Iran, both through the
development of domestic capabilities, and through partnership with
international companies and investors. Iran has the potential to help
improve not only its own public's health and wellbeing, but also that of
the wider region through exports and the provision of medical
education. To achieve these goals, the country's regulators and
pharmaceutical manufacturers will need to collaborate to better
define the ideal terms for importation, manufacturing, and approval
policies. 

 

Pharmaceutical Keynote: Investing in Health for Iran and the Region
Rassoul Dinarvard,
Senior Advisor ,
Ministry of Health and Medical Education

11:15 - 11:25

Walk to Garden Salons (Breakout Rooms)

Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare Engineering, Procurement, Construction

Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare Engineering, Procurement, Construction

Parviz Akbaroff,
International Business Development Director,
Rah Shahr  

Ferial Mostofi,
Chairwoman,
KDD Group

+44 (0)20 8004 5707 www.europeiranforum4.com enquiries@adamsmithconferences.com



can give the sector an influential role in demonstrating the feasibility
of Iran operations and possible local partnership models to other
multinational players.

 

12:10 - 12:55

How are food and beverage players expanding the offerings on Iran's
store shelves?

12:10 - 12:55

How can Iran’s oil and gas industry create deeper ties with other
sectors? What are areas of possible collaboration? How is Iran
diversifying it's energy portfolio to include renewable sources? 

12:55 - 14:05

Elahe Alavi,
Iran Country Manger,
Janssen (Behestan Darou)

Payam Dindoust,
CEO,
Behestan Darou

Haleh Hamedifar,
CEO,
CinnaGen

Djordje Filipovic,
Group General Manager & Country President,
Novartis

Ghobad Shahbazi,
Vice President and General Manager Iran,
Novo Nordisk

Saideh Yahyavi,
Head of Middle East Group,
Magnusson

Mohammad Reza Nikousokhan,
Commercial Deputy,
IRITEC

Richard Parris,
Partner,
Clifford Chance

Food & Beverage Energy

Food & Beverage

Søren Holm Jensen,
President,
CO-RO

Sina Eskini,
Legal Consultant,
Gide Loyrette Nouel

Energy

Hans Nijkamp,
Vice President for Iran,
Shell

Sarim Sheikh,
President & CEO,
GE Pakistan & Central Asia

Reza Shaybani,
Board Member,
Quercus Assets Selection

Koichiro Tanaka,
Board Member,
Institute for Energy Economics, Japan

Ramin Hariri,
Partner,
Dentons

(Moderator)
Amir Paivar,
Business Correspondent,
BBC World Service

Networking Lunch

14:05 - 14:15

Walk to Gallery (Main Hall)
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14:15 - 14:30

Deputy Minister for Industry, Mine, and Trade, Mehdi Karbasian, who
is Chairman of IMIDRO, Iran's mining and metals conglomerate, will
discuss how Iran is planning to maximize the economic potential in its
metals and mining sector at all levels of the value chain. He will update
the audience on progress in making state-owned natural resources
assets more attractive for foreign investors, in particularly through a
continuing program of strategic privatization. 

Industry Keynote: Forging a Stronger Metals and Mining Sector
Mehdi Karbasian,
Deputy Minister and Chairman, IMIDRO,
Ministry of Industry, Mine, and Trade

14:30 - 15:10

With multinational companies more confident than ever in their ability
to invest directly in Iran's market, and with Iranian firms ambitious to
become sector leaders in the region at large, joint-ventures are
emerging as the key partnership model for the next phase of Iran's
industrial development. In this panel, senior leaders will discuss how
joint-ventures are being devised in ways that reflect the Iran's current
industrial policy, while also corresponding to the requirements of
multinational firms, seeking to bring global standards and greater
competitiveness to their Iran-based business units. 

Panel: The Importance of Industrial Joint-Ventures
Afrooz Bahrami,
Director General of Foreign Investment ,
Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade

Philippe Delleur,
Senior Vice President Public Affairs ,
Alstom

Pirouzan Parvine,
Partner,
Dentons

15:10 - 15:25

President of the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture, Masoud Khansari, will present the agenda developed
by member companies of TCCIM and presented to government
stakeholders to help support private sector expansion. Mr. Khansari
will explain how TCCIM has expanded its efforts to support
international firms seeking to work in Iran within the vibrant private
sector, which has come to dominate several key economic sectors,
particularly those with clear paths towards growth. 

Private Sector Keynote: Implementing an Agenda for Growth
Masoud Khansari,
President,
Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines, and Agriculture

15:25 - 16:05

Innovation in Iran is distributed unequally. Certain sectors have been
quickly revitalized in the post-sanctions period due to the application
of globally innovative business models, often through partnerships
between local entrepreneurs and foreign partners. For Iran's
economy to truly take a great leap forward, talent must be cultivated
and developed. Knowledge transfer must take place between
multinationals and domestic firms, but also through the development
of talent within Iran's universities and workplaces. In this panel, some
of the most innovative business leaders and those cultivating talent in
Iran will share their vision for what Iran's 21st century economy will
look like and what business models will help power that vision. 

Panel: Creating a 21st Century Economy
Ali Fayazbakhsh,
Chief Strategy Officer,
Sarava

Aseyeh Hatami,
Founder and Managing Director,
IranTalent.com

Sharif Nezam-Mafi,
Chairman,
Iran-Swiss Chamber of Commerce

Hossein Mokhtari,
Director of Industrial Relations,
Sharif University of Technology

16:05 - 16:20

What are the responsibilities of Iran’s business leaders to support civil

Keynote: The Importance of Corporate Citizenship
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16:20 - 17:50

08:00 - 09:15

society and protect the environment? How can Iranian companies
make social responsibility part of a winning business strategy?

Gary Lewis,
Iran Resident Coordinator,
United Nations

Evening Networking Reception

Day 2 - Wednesday 04 October 2017

Registration & Welcome Breakfast

09:15 - 09:35

Helga Schmid, Secretary General of the European External Action
Service and chair of the JCPOA Joint Commission will discuss the
steps being taken by the European Union to safeguard the Iran
nuclear deal both by ensuring strict technical adherence by all parties,
while also ensuring that the larger spirit of the deal underpins a
program of expanding multilateral ties between Iran and the
international community. In particular, Secretary General Schmid will
explain how the European Union intends to work more closely with
the Iranian and international business community to examine practical
improvements that can be made to the implementation of the JCPOA
from a regulatory and political risk perspective. 

Political Keynote: The European Commitment to JCPOA
Helga Schmid,
Secretary General,
European External Action Service

09:35 - 10:20

A signature panel of the Europe-Iran Forum, the Ambassadors' Panel is
a unique opportunity to hear from the individuals at the center of both
political and economic ties between Europe and Iran. Five respected
European ambassadors will compare and contrast their experience in
regards to promoting stronger bilateral ties between their countries
and Iran. They will also discuss ways in which European countries are
working in multilateral formats to strengthen the JCPOA and to help
Iran address its remaining areas of necessary reform. 

Ambassadors' Panel
Danny Annan,
Ambassador of Denmark to Iran ,

François Delhaye,
Ambassador of Belgium to Iran,

Juliusz Gojło,
Ambassador of Poland to Iran,

Nicholas Hopton,
Ambassador of the United Kingdom to Iran,

Susanna Terstal,
Ambassador of the Netherlands to Iran,

Moderator
Ellie Geranmayeh,
Senior Policy Fellow,
European Council on Foreign Relations

10:20 - 10:40

Panel: The View From Washington
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11:50 - 12:35

How can the insurance industry create the right products to serve the
needs of Iranian households and businesses?

11:50 - 12:35

How can Iran take advantage of its immense mineral wealth and
produce key inputs for manufacturing and construction? 

The Trump administration's internal battles regarding the Iran Deal
have generated significant uncertainty about the future of the Iran
Deal and the continued waiver of U.S. secondary sanctions. In this
timely panel, two noted experts from Washington D.C. will weigh the
efforts being made to preserve the deal in Washington and how
attitudes may shift at both the White House and in Congress in
response to Iranian and European actions. 

Jarrett Blanc,
Senior Fellow,
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

Barbara Slavin,
Director, Future of Iran Initiative,
Atlantic Council

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj,
Founder,
Europe-Iran Forum

10:40 - 10:55

Dr. Mohammad Saiedi, Chairman and Managing Director of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines will outline his vision for the
logistics sector in Iran, and explain how IRISL is working to create
stronger and more efficient links between Iran and its global trade
partners, including plans for a large-scale fleet renewal and
partnerships with global logistics firms. 

Trade Keynote: Building Iran's Logistics Capacity
Mohammad Saeedi,
Chairman and Managing Director,
Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines

10:55 - 11:40

This panel brings together senior executives from some of the world's
leading transportation and logistics companies in order have a holistic
discussion of the sector looking to a full range of mobility solutions for
Iran. Iran will need to significantly expand the network with which it
moves goods and people as it seeks to grow. This means
examining both ports and rail projects within a single discussion, as
part of a cohesive network that supports Iran's ambition to convert its
geographic location into a position as a global hub for trade and
commerce. The senior speakers will discuss the technical and practical
challenges their companies face in finding win-win partnership models
that meet the strategic needs of Iranian stakeholders active in the
transportation and logistics sectors. They will also forecast how they
can see Iran becoming a key node in global transportation networks.

Panel: Creating a Smart Transportation and Logistics Network
Wim Dillen,
Head of Business Development,
Port of Antwerp

Padideh Moini Gützkow,
Vice President Mobility Iran,
Siemens

Carsten Leuters,
Head of Solution Supply Chain Management ,
KPMG

Maurice de Kok,
Director Strategic Business Development,
Van Oord

11:40 - 11:50

Walk to Garden Salons (Breakout Rooms)

Insurance Metals & Mining

Insurance

Ehsan Hemmati,
Director of Reinsurance & International Affairs,
MA Insurance

Metals & Mining

Benjamin Fournier,
Division Chief Operating Officer,
Manoir Industries
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12:35 - 13:50

Parviz Khosroshahi,
Deputy President,
Bimeh Markazi

Gholamreza Heydari Kord Zanganeh,
Vice Chairman,
Moallem Insurance

Sean Higgins,
Director of Assurance,
EY

Younes Mazlumi,
CEO,
Taavon Insurance Company

Paul Lingard,
Partner,
Clifford Chance

Networking Lunch

13:50 - 14:00

Walk to Gallery Lounge (Main Hall)

14:00 - 14:20

Amir Farmanesh, CEO of IranPoll will share the results of the online
survey and draw comparative results with the larger telephone survey
conducted in Iran. 

Research Keynote: Business Confidence Survey Results
Amir Farmanesh,
CEO,
IranPoll

14:20 - 15:00

Over the last few years, Iran has seen a sharp rise in tourism.
International airlines have resumed their services to Iran and hotel
developers have set their sights on expansion. For Iran's diversified
economy, tourism could prove a vital source of job creation and
growth. But the country still faces numerous challenges on the road to
becoming a global tourism destination. Hospitality infrastructure is
still limited, and the elements required for recurring tourism seem
difficult to achieve. At the same time, Iran's rising middle class is
rediscovering its own tourism to destinations around the world. How
can airlines, hotel companies, and travel platforms better serve
domestic and foreign customers in Iran? 

Panel: Tourism As a Key Growth Sector
Farzaneh Sharafbafi,
CEO,
Iran Air

Murat Ersoy,
President ,
Atlasglobal

Dirk Buitelaar,
Country Manager Iran,
Air France-KLM

Majid Hosseini Nejad,
Founder and CEO,
Safarhaye Alibaba

Majid Meshkini,
Chairman,
PPM (British Airways GSA Iran)

15:00 - 15:45

Private equity is becoming an increasingly popular way for growth-
minded companies in Iran to secure the capital they need to take the
next step. Focusing on both the venture capital and expansion capital
stages, newly created European and Iranian investment
companies are deploying much needed investment to support
innovation and growth in Iran, particularly in consumer-focused

Panel: How Private Equity is Transforming Iran's Economy
Omid Gholamifar,
Founder and CEO,
Serkland Invest
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sectors. While the longer investment timeframes and hands on
approach of PE are seen by some as ill-suited for the Iranian market, a
new class of investors are deciding that deep engagement is the path
to real transformation and rising valuations. In this panel discussion,
key leaders from Iran's venture capital and private equity space relay
their experiences of raising capital and building portfolios in close
collaboration with entrepreneurs and business leaders in Iran. 

Majid Zamani,
Founder and CEO,
Kian Capital Management

Seyed Mohammad Eslami,
Senior Advisor to the CEO,
Shenasa VC

Golnaz Borghei,
Partner,
Iratel Ventures

15:45 - 16:00

What should be the priorities for the Europe-Iran Forum community in
the coming year?

Closing Statement: The EIF Horizon
Esfandyar Batmanghelidj,
Founder,
Europe-Iran Forum
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